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 The Washington City Council met in a continued session on Monday, April 28, 2014 at 

5:30 pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Bobby 

Roberson, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilman; William Pitt, Councilman; Richard 

Brooks, Councilman; Larry Beeman, Councilman;  Brian M. Alligood, City Manager; Cynthia S. 

Bennett, City Clerk and Franz Holscher, City Attorney.   

 

Mayor Mac Hodges arrived at 5:35pm. 

   

 Also present were:  Matt Rauschenbach, Administrative Services Director/C.F.O.; Allen 

Lewis, Public Works Director; Keith Hardt, Electric Utilities Director; John Rodman, 

Community/Cultural Resources Director; Susan Hodges, Human Resources Director; Gloria 

Moore, Library Director; Lynn Wingate, Tourism Director; David Carraway, IT Department and 

Tony Black, Washington Daily News.   

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson called the meeting to order.  Councilman Pitt delivered the 

invocation. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood requested adding: 

 

 Update – Electric Utilities Director, Keith Hardt – Tornado Damage 

 

By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved 

the agenda as amended. 

 

DISCUSSION: GRANT UPDATES 

City Manager, Brian Alligood summarized the Grant Executive Summary report.  

Council did not have any comments.   

 

Mayor Pro tem Roberson requested a status report on Old City Hall Rehab.  Mr. Alligood 

noted the Old City Hall project closed Friday and is back in the possession of the City.   Council 

agreed to proceed with the upset bid process. 

 
 

 

DISCUSSION:  PROJECT UPDATES 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood summarized the Capital Project Status FY 2013/214 

report.  Mr. Alligood voiced this is where we stand with projects underway during this fiscal 

year.    

 

Councilman Mercer commented regarding the high school feed line project was to be bid 

and awarded on a contract basis.  Mr. Hardt explained the overhead portion, with the exception 

of approximately two spans of wires, was all reconfiguring of that area.  It was not feasible for 

contract crews to do this work because they don’t know how the feeders are routed but the 

underground was sent out for bid on Thursday.   

 

Mayor Pro tem Roberson requested an update on the White Post/Slatestone Feeder 

($100,000).  Utilities Director, Keith Hardt voiced it was discussed during the budget session and 

was taken out.     
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UPDATE: TORNADO DAMAGE 

 Electric Utilities Director, Keith Hardt provided an update on the Tornado that damaged 

the City’s electric system.  Mr. Hardt explained the damage in the following areas: 

 

 Washington Park 

 North Shores 

 River Road (Pamlico Village area) 

 Ashbury Church Road   

 Neck Road 

 Black Road 

 Wells Avenue (out by the water plant across from the Community College) 

 Douglas Crossroads area (Douglas Crossroads up to a ¼ to ½ mile up NC 32 toward Five 

points) 

 Everything east of Forest Hills caused outages 

 

 Mr. Hardt stated we had approximately 4500 customers out of power at the max of the 

damage.   We performed a lot of debris removal which facilitated being able to get in at 6:00 am 

on Saturday morning.  At 6:00 am we had our force account labor and Greenville Utilities sent 

24 personnel with 14 pieces of equipment.  Also, later that morning we received help from the 

City of Kinston, Town of Tarboro, and T & D Technologies.  Mr. Hardt stated the time line was 

around 6:00am and by 10:30pm we had everything restored with the exception of North Shores, 

Austin Point and Mimosa Shores.  We had to build approximately one quarter mile of power line 

in the North Shores area in about a day because of the small area.  We had no reported injuries or 

near misses.   

 

ADJOURN  

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adjourned 

the meeting at 5:45pm until Monday, May 12, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the 

Municipal Building.  

  

 

        ________________________ 

Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC 

         City Clerk 
 


